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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICERECEJVEO^^ 
In re Application of: Ruvolo et al. QQJ 2 h 2005 

Serial No.: 09/500,439 Group Art Unit: 3625 

Filed: 2/9/2000 Examiner: GART. Matthew S. 

TiUe: System and Method/or Renewing Business. Professional and Personal Co^^^^^^ 

rnMMTTNTCATlON 

Conimissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Order Returning Undocketed Appeal to Examiner mailed on 
19 September 2005, and pursuant to the 24 October 2005 telephonic instructions of Examiner 
Robert Rhode, the Applicants hereby resubmit a copy of the entire H-page submission filed on 
28 March 2005 as well as a facsimile confirmation firom the Office confirming that all 1 1 pages 

were received. 

As our Reply Brief was timely filed within the set period of response, no petition for 
extension of time or associated fee is required. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any deficiencies in the fees provided to Deposit Account No. 09-0441. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RamrajiSoundararajan / 
Registration No. 53832 

1725 Duke Street 
Suite 650 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

(703) 838-7683 
October 24, 2005 
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m THE UNITED STATES PATTENT AND TRADEMARK OFHCE eg,^p|JV^D^ 

In re AppUcation of: Ruvolo et al. OCT 2 4 2005 

Serial No.: 09/500.439 Group Art Unit: 3625 

Filed: 02/09/2000 Exanuner: Matthew Gart 

Title: System and Method for Renewing Business. Professional and Personal Contacts 

^FPT.V BRIEF 

Attn: Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences 

Commissioner for Pataits 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir 

Inresponse to the Appeal Brief filed November 1. 2004. and the Examiner's Answer 
dated January 27, 2005. AppUcants submit the foUowmg reply. 
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REMARKS 

TO. R^ly Brief is in r^»e U. fte Exanmer^ Amw=r d«.d J«.u^ 27. 2005. 
^iae^tion of to applica^on U ,«p«tf^y r«^ed in^.» of foregoing r^^. ^ 
Edition, .n of tt» argument - *e appea. brief of November i. 2004. and prior responses 
^^..sobeconsid«edin^of^el«meae,eme^providedin*ep««en.inve„«on. 

Claims 1, 2. 4-1 5, 17-26 and 28-37 are pending. 
Claims 3, 16 and 27 are cancelled. 

Claims 1. 2. 4-15. 17-26 arKl 28-37 stand rqee»d ^ 35 U.S.C. 8 103(a) as being 
;„,paentable over Kennedy (USP 5,831.611) in viw of Xoontact 

r]^^pg].|Cf T Q f YAMP fflU'" ANSWER 
With respect to clrin>s 1. 14. and 26. the exaonner. on page 7 of *e Exannnefs Answ= 
of 01/27/2005, .ivances a new line of argument (as exanrfner. in the office action of 07/020004. 
cites cotamn 1. lines 26-37 of tfte Kennedy reference u providing for this linata«on) stating that 
the Utnitation of "retaining preference, wherein the preferences include. ^ preference on 
initiating a searching step" is disclosed by "claim 7 of Kemredy discloses a system including a. 
lees. one database of bosiness contacts, wherein a c.mto>l event includes access to and evaluation 
of formation ton said at leas, one database." A clos» reading of dte citation and the en*. 
Kenedy reference nrerdy teaches a OUT displays events that are "sd^duled events" or 
"eontml events", wh^ Ac control events conditionally direct Ihe "^.niti on of tM «t < tf 

„ ft- rrr- — ' <- ^- ^'"^ " 

reference). AppUcants are unsure how the examiner generally equate "control events" with tot 

Page 2 of 9 
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of to P«sc« invenSon'. spcdflc Unu«io„ of "au^^nade^y taiti^tog searctog ^ ^ of 
possible «««s «, selcc. a. leas, one po»ntial cmUC based on said ««r pr=f«ences». as 
E.^.sAnsw.faUtop»videadaSo^detailsregardingho«.he»conm>lev^^^ 

this specific limitation. 

Applicants contend that fte pbrase "conttol events", ^ aecompanjtog description on 
colmnn 2, lines 39-46, n.. i,. n, rt .^e wjth nf ^ny. "contml ^epts" can 

^.^.^rn-— ™' « i» *e duty of «ta 

u, specificlly point out such limit-ions (as per M.P.E.P guideUnes as p«: §1.104(0(2) of Title 
37 of flte code of Federal Regutoaon^ ^ W of the MJ.E.P. which expUcifly states 

that "the particular part reUed on must be designated" and pe,tin«.ce of each reference, if 
no, apparent, must be dearly e^-lained and each r^eced daim specified") wi* respect to each 

and ev«y chum el«nent sud> that appUcants" are aware of how .he examine is applying a 

reference in a rejection. 

Furthmnore, ^Hcants sttU coaend that the Kennedy e. .1. reference merely suggests 
storing business contacts, whereas te present invention's daim 1 teaches s«..ing fte type of 
conuc. (professional or persond). to Smo-based fi«iuency of con.aC in an automatic 
i»voc«ion. the type of selection algoriftm. e«=. (see page 7, lines 7*). Thus. i. can be dearly 

1,1,1111 r r- n r f ^ ""^ "i^"^" - ^"^ 

{jrnfi^^tif^n claims. 
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Wi* r«p«* » tadep=ml=.t 1. M, a»i 26. the emrinet, on page 8 of the 

•ExanuBor-s A».wer- of 01/27/2005. =,«at« »appoi:-me«s" of et a to „Uc3n,.- 

nin-^baaed rrfen««". AppUcauta reapeOMy diaagr« witt> a..* - -sotic. " " - - 
^ed by the citadon. or tho ^ Kennedy e. al. teference. -me to-based rcfe«nce of 
^Uo»«a. invaadon is ^ clarified in pending cWm 3. whieh recites ■*e,nenoy of 

^ ^ b«»een contacts, or calendar-bas^l contact." m K«n.edy reference merely 
^ggests me execua^t of "scteiuled eve«s". The M«ri.n> Waster 0»line dictionary defines 
,he.™-sched«le-aa"U:.oplaceinascheauleb:tomalceaschednleo4-«hi<*indic«estba. 

^ednl«, events are events ma. are mannally en.^ {or created nsing the QUI of Kennedy) by a 
^ wift no teaching with respect to auRnnntically initiadng searching based on tine-based 
rcfaences. Hence, applicants contend that t>,f K^^^ W'^ " 
iniii , initintinn irM-"- r - "^-"^-i^'- "^"^^ """^ 

AppUcants also wish to restate that the «=nnn« has ermneously equated to prior art 
software systems described in the •Bad.gtound' section of the Kennedy reference «. provide fbr 
the limitadon of automaticaay initiating searching the list of possible contacts to select « leas, 
one potential contact basrf on the user prefere,«». Sudt calendaring software, as described in 
«,e •Background- section of ti>e Kennedy refirence, are representative of the prior art with 
respect to ^hcants claimed invention, as such prior ^ software systems require nsers to "enter 
various schedule activities- for which the prior srt calendaring software genen-es -automatic 
ibllow-up reminder" (see column 1. line 49-34). AppUcants. hence, contend d«. tere is a on^ 
relationship between a calendar entry cated for an even, and the reminder g«tera.ed for 
the event By stark contrast. ti>e present invention's system does no, require suA an appoinmtent 
m be created for genetating a .eminder as it anmmatically searches tim.ugh a Us. of 

Page 4 of 9 

PAGE 8/14 ' RCVD AT 10/24/2005 1:28:50 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] ' SVR:USPT0'EFXRF«2$ ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:7038387684 * DURATION M:04<56 



6CT-24-2005 HON 01:23 PM LACASSE AND ASSOCIATES FAX NO. 7038387684 P. 09 

09/500,439 

^ (based o. ^ P-*— > a u«r 1« no. ^ .ouch with and 

^:na«cally ^ a along wi* an ava^able Unage of a po«n«al ^ 

^ing,he».=x»«yin«uohwift^po.en.ial contact. Additiondly. dain. 1. 14..nd26 
^ pre^. invention .each ^e election of . po»ntia. con«. based on prefe«nces 
(previously de^-W). There i. n. .eaoWng in U>e «»hons f„ , „..em fta. remind, n^ U, 
V^in.oucbwi«>con.ac«ba.edonnaerpr..^oea. AppUcan.. =on«nd *a. .he exanuna has 
e^neously «,ua.ed ^ prior ^ soft«ar. systems described in 4e 'Bx^d' secdon of 
Kennedy ref^ce .o provide tor to Uuutation of sn«»nadcally initia«ng *e Hs. of 

possible coutacu «> select a. least one potential contact based on the user preferences. 

On psge 8-9 of *e 'E^nrinefs Answer', the ex»niner states that the "one cannot show 
^.obviousness by attacking ^faiences individnatt, whe™ ^ rejections are hased on 
Station of references" and fl.e ex^niner totter notes Aa. Appellant did n« provide 
.^cnts trave^ng *e combination of Kennedy ref^ce and the Xc»ntect 
AppUcan^ s«>n^y dissgre. v«.h these stat^rents. Specifically, the »annner is directed to page 
3 of the (inal office action of 07/02Q004. «Aer«n, ««. r«pect to independent claims 1, 14. and 
26, XccntaC is used a«b «> remedy the displaying of an avmlable image or other identi^g 
information of ssid a. leas, one pot^tial contact. Hence, in ti« "Appeal Brief of 1 1/01/2004. 
^licents addressed all the remainder of *e limitation of clahns 1. 14. and 26 with respect to 
Ke^y refe^ice. Further. appUcants, page 7 otti.e same Appeal Brief speciflcan, stated 
to. "it would be moot to argne that the Kennedy reference in combinatirm with the Xcontact 
rrference would have provided for automaticaUy reminding the user with images of potential 
contacts that he/she has not been in touch with". Hence, applicants contend, based on the 
arguments presented in "Reply Brief and fte previously P>eseo«=d 'Appeal Brief . that Ite 
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on ai 

Vi ^ed on r prefereaceg- 

Itoc^ .ppUcMts «spectfUly contend that (he Kamedy et al. «ftr«i« ii. ccmbmation 
with the Xconmc «f.«ncc «1» U. provide many of to limitaao,.a otmd.p»d«- 1". 
and 26 arf, Saliennore, cannot ba rendered obvioos by ti»ir combination. 

AppUcatta note that previously presented a,s>m.en.a wi& respect to indep««lent clain» 1 
andl4^batantiaUy^ly.ocl.ims2anai5. The «««ninernot.a that cohnnnl. line, 27-59 of - 
the K«»edy reference .«.chcs *e Unnlation of ns« preferences comprising "eim^ preferences 
i^t by .he user or preselected d^dt preferences". A closer reading of the citation merdy 
prior art calendaring solutions providing follow-up reminders for events mannaUy 
entered by a cBent Conspicuonsly absent in the dtrtions is a teaching or snggestion fcr inpnt or 
p,csel.ct«i preferences that are used in antomaticaUy intiating a search for identiiytog pot^ial 
contacts based on such preferences. 

ApplicaMs note that previously presented argum«>ts «ith respect to independent claims 
,4 and 25 substantiaUy apply to claims 4. 17 and 28. Tie examiner notes that the limitations 
of cl«ms 4. 17. and 28 can be found in figure 5 of the Kemtedy reference. Figure 5 iUus.ra.es «t 
•Event Selecfion Procedure' dialog box associated with "fte programming of an ESP event". 
However, th=« is no teaching or suggestion is figure 5 or the entire Kennedy reference, dtherby 

Page 6 of 9 
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l„elf or in c«mbi«ation wifli the Xoan«« reftrence. for "pototirt oontaC" « ™»o,aiicaUy 
idemi^g potential coimas based on iissr preference. 

AppUcants -.te ll«t previously p.««nled argumeots with reaped tx> indepeodett Omm 
1. U and 26 aub^tantiaUy apply to clain« 5, 19 a«l 29. =«mi.er notes that the linn^ions 
of depend^it claim 5, 19. and 29 are taught in col»n 2. lines 46-58 and claim. 12-13 of the 
Kennedy et .1. reference. Colunn. 2, lines 46-58 of the Kenn«ly refer«,ce n.erely teaches 
contacting clients on a "well schednled basis". Howev«, K«,nedy et .1. Ml to teacl. either by 
iuelf or in combinarion with fl>e Xcomaa reference, a. automatic searching step that is initiated 
by a time-based reference. 

Applicants note tbat previously presented arguments with revert to independent claims 
1. 14 and 26 substantially apply to claims 6, 7. 18 and 30. THe exan^ner states that the 
limitations of dependent claims 6, 7, 18. and 30 are tau^t in colunnx 2, lines 13^58 of the 
Kennedy et al. reference. As mentioned earlier the citation merely recites a process management 
system maintaining a GUI to schedule events. Conspicuosly absent in the citation is any explicit 
or implicit reference of a "frequency of contact", 'time between contacts", or "calendar-based 
contact" wherein automatic searching to identify a potential contact is performed based on any of 
the identified time-based references. 

Applicants note that previously presented arguments with respect to independent claims 
1, 14 and 26 substantially apply to claims 8, 20 and 32. Ti.. examiner states that the limitations 
of dependent claims 8, 20. and 32 are taught in column 1. line 15 - column 2, line 10 of the 
Kennedy reference. As described above, the citations merely discuss prior art calendaring 
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^ a. Mi«»fl' O^look. However, *«n.» ciution. at^chingcf arBBdom 
or algoritto-based sdection of. poteutial contac based on user preferences. 

Applicant «^ Aat previously pr«e«=d .^eo« «im respeo. «> independent claims 
1, M and 26 aub«andally apply « clain. 9. 21 and 33. The «a=nn=r s«.ea *a. the limhations 
0fdependentclai«s9.21,and33 a« tau^t in flgnre 18of*eK«^edy«f=ra.ee. Fi^lSof 
to Kemedy reference merely depica a flowchar, .nmnarizing *e steps executed by a process 
„«nager when a paphically depiet-J cotrnnunicatlon process is executed in real-time mod. 
However, the citation does no, .e«=h it^ative automatic searching of a Us, of posaible contacts to 
identify more ton one pot=>tial couMCt that a user needs ,0 keep in touch wift. 

Applicants note that previously presented arguments with respect to independent claims 
1, ,4 and 26 stistandally apply to claims 10. 11, 22. 23. 34 and 35. to addidon. applicants wish 
to note that *. combination of Kemtedy with Xeon«. Ms to teach or suggest automaticany 
^ing a user to stay in touch wi* a person whose im^e is rendered via a OUI (wherein the 
«ser was selected, via an automatic search, ftom a lis, of conucts based on user preferences). 

Applicants note that previously presented arguments with respect to independent claims 
1, 14 and 26 substantially applytt claims 12 and 13. 
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SUMMARY 

No.e of «ed or pnwide to specific clawed d^aOs of 

.ppUc^». p«.^y dain-ed inve-tio. ^r^<^ obvious. I. is boiieved .hi. case i. 
U, conamoa for .llowsr>ce »d reccn^der^ 3„^ ™ 

requested. 

AS *is Reply Briefhas been «melyfU«lwiftta mo se. period ofrespo^so. no p=«on for 
^o„ of or as^oi^od is However, to Co«»ission. is her*y .u^honzed 

„ chargo any doSciencios in to fes provided to Deposit Aceom.. No. 09^1. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Rainraj Soundararajan |/ 
Registration No. 53832 



1725 Duke Street 
Suite 650 

Alexandria, Vir^nia 22314 

(703) 838-7683 
March 28, 2005 
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US^TO 3/29/2005 9:53 PM PAGE 2/012 Fax Server 

rO:Brandi Franklin COMPANY; 

HfiR-2fl-2006 MOM 04:25 PM LftCflSSE AHD fiSSOClftTB FftX HO. 703B3B7884 P- 01 



lACASSK & ASSOCUTES. LLC 




172S Doke Street, Suite 6Stt 
AIewB4n«.V«sinHi223|4 

xp- Myi; p«i«arv igft>nBMt>fl<rtmW . «<mi 



CONFSPSNTIAL 

Facsimile TiuNSMrrTAL SHBST 



n^TO g»MTi |yya»rii 28. 2005 

HKme: ]R«iiminar Mfltfbew S. Gart 

Cwnpany: TTgPTft, GAU 3d25 

PUomMo: f7ft:^^aos-53S5 

Fax No: f7Q3^ 872-9306 

PS; USSN09/5M,4» 



MACHINES. 



NOTES 



» Trsmsnxittal Form 
• Reply Brief 
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